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As Foxconn pulls the classic bait-and-switch on jobs and commitment to Wisconsin, the
people are stuck with a  deal that will cost everyone for 25 more years. Is Walker's big
deal turning into just another empty election year promise?

      

  

GREEN BAY, WI - Since Governor Walker’s initial announcement of the Foxconn deal he has
been promising it will create 13,000 jobs.

  

But anyone who remembers his promise back in 2010 to create 250,000 jobs during his first
term in office knows to take such promises with a large grain of salt.

  

The same day that Walker made his promise of 13,000 new jobs, Foxconn’s owner Terry Gau
would only commit to creating 3,000 jobs and even President Trump said 3,000 jobs would be
initially created.

  

Since that time the Foxconn project has been a moving target with Foxconn officials recently
admitting that they now plan to build a much smaller plant less than half the size of the original
and one that will require far fewer workers.

  

That number is likely to become even smaller now that Foxconn admitted what many of us
already said would happen:  that most of the assembly and production jobs will not be done by
people.  Foxconn executive Louis Woo admitted as much when he said it’s more likely that
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Foxconn will only hire 2,000 workers initially and that the majority of the assembly jobs will be
done by robots.

  

The impact on other state businesses is now a question mark as well since  Foxconn also
recently announced they will go to businesses in other states for the parts and materials they
need.

  

The one thing that does seem consistent here, though, is that the people of Wisconsin will be
paying off this boondoggle for a good part of their lives.

  

In fact, even if Foxconn doesn’t hire a single employee, it can still reap up to $1 billion or more
in public assistance including:  $764 million in local property tax subsidies, $164 million in new
state and local roads for Foxconn at the expense of our own local roads and highways, $120
million for a new electric line that will be paid for by utility customers who may have no
connection to Foxconn whatsoever, a $139 million sales tax exemption for building materials,
and $15 million in state grants to help local governments pay for Foxconn.

  

It’s been estimated that the Foxconn deal could cost every man, woman and child $500 or more
and that taxpayers won’t see their money returned in full until at least 2043 and possibly later.

  

Governor Walker and Republicans are fond of saying that “you know how to spend your money
better than the government does.”  Except, of course, when they’re doing favors for their
corporate friends.  In this case they’ve decided that billions of your and your children’s money is
better given to a foreign billionaire than used to feed your family, pay your rent, put toward your
health insurance or invest in your local schools and roads.
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Given Foxconn’s ever-changing stories, their past history of making big promises only to renege
on them, and the Governor’s own issues with the truth, it’s time to call the Foxconn deal what it
is, a classic bait-and-switch that is harmful to taxpayers and that will do nothing to help the vast
majority of struggling families and communities around the state.
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