Election Establishes Mandate for Bold Healthcare Reform
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Citizen Action members help set agenda for health care, and show growing grafbbts
power, making tens of thousands of door knocks and phone calls.

STATEWIDE - Years of grassroots organizing by Citizen Action of Wisconsin members across
the state helped build healthcare into the dominant issue in the 2018 elections. The election
results create a mandate for Governor Evers to pursue Medicaid Expansion, a BadgerCare
Public Option, Long Term Care Reform, and meaningful action on runaway prescription drug
prices.

Citizen Action of Wisconsin members have been working to inject health care into Wisconsin
elections for over a decade, and started campaigning on the dominant wedge issue of
pre-existing conditions discrimination in the 2012 election cycle, and every election cycle
moving forward.

Exit polling makes clear that health care played a dominant role in the historically close
election of Tony Evers as Governor and Citizen Action Board Member Mandala Barnes as Lt.
Governor, and in the resounding re-election of U.S. Senator Tammy Baldwin. The exit polling
shows that a super majority of voters made health care their top issue (by a 26% margin over
the 2nd issue) and want “major changes” in the health care system (67% of voters). These
striking numbers establish a clear mandate that goes well beyond simply repudiating the
policies of Governor Scott Walker.
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