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At a recent public hearing in De Pere, the Blue Ribbon Commission on School Funding
heard from school districts in that area, including Green Bay, about the challenges they
face, which are exacerbated by funding issues.

DE PERE, WI - Linda Brown recently passed away in Topeka, Kansas. Ms. Brown was the
student at the center of the landmark Supreme Court case Brown v. Board of Education that
struck down school segregation. Ms. Brown'’s father, Oliver Brown, tried to enroll his nine-year
old daughter in the all-white Sumner School.

The day after Ms. Brown’s passing, | joined other members of the Blue Ribbon Commission on
School Funding to explore inequities in Wisconsin’s public schools at a public hearing in De
Pere.

The stories we heard wove a tale of struggle, innovation, inequity and challenge.

Major changes are happening in our state’s public schools. Compared to twenty years ago, we
have more minority students, students who are English Language Learners, and students
whose families are experiencing poverty.
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