
Petitioners Oppose Foxconn’s Great Lakes Raid

Written by Wisconsin Conservation Voters, Ryan Billingham
Friday, 23 March 2018 09:59 - 

http://newiprogressive.com/images/stories/S5/lake-michigan_5-s5.jpg

Hundreds of conservationists speak out against plan to divert seven million gallons of
water per day from the Great Lakes to the private company Foxconn.

      

  

MADISON – Wisconsin League of Conservation Voters delivered a petition with 1,817
signatures to the Department of Natural Resources on Wednesday, calling for the agency to
reject a plan to divert seven million gallons of water per day from the Great Lakes to the private
company Foxconn.

  

The plan to raid Great Lakes water solely for manufacturing giant Foxconn represents an
unprecedented betrayal of the core intent of the hard-won, bipartisan Great Lakes Compact of
2008.

  

The diversion plan is being rushed along without the necessary information needed to make an
informed decision. Foxconn has remained silent on how it will use the water in the
manufacturing process and what contaminants might be in the water returned to the Great
Lakes.
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If approved, the plan would allow the City of Racine, which sits inside the Great Lakes basin, todivert seven million gallons of water per day to Mount Pleasant, a township that’s only partiallyin the basin, known as a straddling community.  The applicant should be Mount Pleasant. However, straddling communities require strongerrequirements for water use under the Great Lakes Compact. This attempt to subvert thecompact’s intended process is reason enough to reject the plan.  Under the compact, diversions are meant to provide water for uses such as municipal drinkingwater and groundwater replenishment for family wells. This is the first time a state in thecompact has been so brazen as to suggest a diversion almost exclusively for a privatecompany.  The petition encourages the DNR to reject the City of Racine’s diversion application, and asksthat it not endanger the integrity of the Great Lakes Compact. Conservationists from across thestate signed the petition.  “This diversion plan is a thinly veiled attempt to degrade the Great Lakes Compact, one of thefinest conservation achievements in a generation,” said Executive Director Kerry Schumann.“The hundreds of conservation voters who signed the petition understand the importance of theintegrity and health of our Great Lakes. The DNR should reject this plan and any other plan thatthreatens our most vital freshwater resource.”  For the petition and list of signers click here.  # # #  Wisconsin  League of Conservation Voters is a nonprofit, nonpartisan organization  dedicated toelecting conservation leaders, holding decision makers  accountable, and encouraginglawmakers to champion conservation policies  that effectively protect Wisconsin's public healthand natural  resources.
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