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State honors a recently identified Korean War Soldier whose remains have been returned
to Wisconsin.

  

  

MADISON — Gov. Tony Evers  announced today that the flags of the United States and the
state of  Wisconsin will be flown at half-staff on July 25, 2020, in honor a  recently identified
Korean War Soldier whose remains have been returned  to Wisconsin for burial.

Army  Cpl. Francis J. Rochon of Superior will be buried with full military  honors on Saturday,
July 25, in Foxboro, Wisconsin, after the Department  of Defense positively identified his
remains 70 years after his death.

“This is a great yet somber day,” said Gov. Evers.  “We  humbly remember Cpl. Rochon’s brave
sacrifice to our nation and offer  our condolences to his family as they now find closure after so
many  years and lay Cpl. Rochon to rest eternally in his home state and  community.”

Rochon was a member of the 2nd Infantry Division.  He was reported missing in action on Sept.
1, 1950,  after fierce fighting near Changnyeong, South Korea. The Army  officially declared
Rochon deceased on Dec. 31, 1953, and declared his  remains non-recoverable Jan. 16, 1956.
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Rochon’s  unidentified remains were buried at a cemetery in South Korea in January  1951 andreinterred in 1956 to the National Memorial Cemetery of the  Pacific in Honolulu.  He wasdisinterred in 2018 for possible  identification by the Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency.To  identify Rochon’s remains, scientists from DPAA used anthropological  analysis, as well ascircumstantial evidence. Additionally, scientists  from the Armed Forces Medical ExaminerSystem used mitochondrial DNA  (mtDNA) analysis.Rochon will be buried at Summit Cemetery in Foxboro.  His military awards include the Purple Heart, Good Conduct Medal, National Defense Service Medal, Korean  Service Medal, UnitedNations Service Medal and Combat Infantryman  Badge.Executive Order #81 is available here .  
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https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA3MjQuMjQ4MjQyMTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2NvbnRlbnQuZ292ZGVsaXZlcnkuY29tL2F0dGFjaG1lbnRzL1dJR09WLzIwMjAvMDcvMjEvZmlsZV9hdHRhY2htZW50cy8xNTAwNjM5L0VPMDgxLUZsYWdIYWxmU3RhZmZGcmFuY2lzUm9jaG9uLnBkZiJ9.0sn-kv8aliu6kgkZiAB85G2_thoSGJrLz5JIIu8s2yA/s/933639323/br/81445308544-l

