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Sen. Jeff Smith reports about Marsy’s Law, the background of this movement to change
state constitutions around the country to increase victim's rights, and the complicated
nature of balancing the rights of victims and the accused.

MADISON - Our first week of the legislative session is off to a fast start. It appears my first
legislative vote will be changing our State Constitution with a resolution called, “Marsy’s Law.”

The new Legislature always has a high-priority issue that needs to be addressed immediately.
In 2007, as a freshman State Representative, | voted to create the Government Accountability
Board (GAB) in response to a caucus scandal years before | took office.

Democrats in the State Senate and Republicans in the State Assembly worked together for the
nation’s first bipartisan ethics and elections board. It was a model of good government for the
nation. My first vote was something to be proud of as a new legislator -- it was because we
needed it, not because people or organizations with deep pockets wanted it.

Fast forward to 2019. | was hopeful my first vote would be on something equally important - like
protecting voting rights or passing redistricting reform.
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