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Stop the Spread of CWD

Posted on Nov 20, Posted by Jeff Smith, State Senator District 31 Category Wisconsin

hree days away from gun hunting season, Sen. Smith writes about the threat CWD
poses to the future of hunting in Wisconsin and legislation introduced to help stop the
spread of this disease.

BRUNSWICK, WI - We’re only three days away from gun hunting season in Wisconsin. Hunters
are prepared and eagerly anticipating the time to look out from their deer stand. It would seem
Wisconsin is prepared for the upcoming hunting season.

Think again. Wisconsin hasn’t done nearly enough to curb the spread of Chronic Wasting
Disease (CWD). The disease sounds scary enough without even knowing all the details... and
it's continuing to spread. As conservationists and hunters, we must test our deer and stay
educated to understand the threat it poses to the future of hunting in Wisconsin and the
ramifications on our rural economies and public health.
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CWD is caused by abnormal proteins called prions, which lead to brain damage and attack the
central nervous system. According to the Centers for Disease Control, CWD affects many
different species of hoofed animals including whitetail deer. CWD belongs to a family of
diseases called prion diseases, which also includes Creutzfeldt-Jacob disease, understood as
“‘mad cow disease” in people.

CWD is always fatal. Scientists believe CWD spreads between animals through direct contact
with contaminated body fluids and tissue or indirectly through exposure in the environment while
drinking water or sharing food. Due to the easy nature of CWD spreading, there are serious
concerns raised about commercial deer and elk farms that force animals around one feeding
area.

With over 380 registered commercial deer and elk operations in our state, it’s critical there are
measures in place to prevent the spread of CWD. Officials have ordered warnings and bans on
baiting and feeding stations and there’s been recent discussion about fence height and other
needed regulations.

There’s more we must do to stop the spread of CWD — hunters must test their deer and properly
dispose of their deer carcasses. Prions make CWD such a scary disease because they can
survive in extreme temperatures and never leave the soil. When an infected carcass is left in the
woods or fields for other animals to feed on, predators can scatter the prions across the
landscape. Even when a carcass isn’t fed on, but just left to decay into the soil, prions can live in
the roots and plants for the next deer to feed on and potentially become infected.

Scared yet? We all should be.

I've taken action with my legislative colleagues to get a grip on the spread of this deadly
disease. Recently, we introduced legislation to address the spread of CWD in a few different
ways. A bipartisan group of legislators introduced Senate Bill (SB) 325, which would require the
Department of Natural Resources to create a carcass disposal grant program for county deer
management advisory councils.
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