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Republicans are not willing to stand up to rich gun manufacturers looking for profits at
any costs, even our kids’ safety.

  

  

MADISON - Republican legislators here have made a decision to blindly ignore public safety
concerns by introducing legislation to put more handguns into the hands of teenagers;
circumvent safety training for concealed carry; and open the door for more guns in school
zones, school grounds, and even directly in our schools.

  

In the wake of recent, tragic shootings that devastated several Wisconsin communities, this bill
is a slap in the face to our neighbors that are demanding real solutions to our state’s gun
violence public health crisis.

  

Wisconsin should be focusing on making our communities safer with laws that are both proven
and have widespread public support. One such policy is having stronger background check
laws, which has support from 85% of Wisconsin voters. In the 19 states and Washington, D.C.,
who have universal background checks, 47% fewer women are killed by their intimate partners,
and 53% fewer law enforcement officers are shot and killed in the line of duty. Additionally, the
majority of Wisconsin voters – 65% – oppose allowing guns near our schools. With 26,252
gun-related deaths nationally in 2015, this proposal takes Wisconsin in the wrong direction.
Republicans are rejecting common sense and logic by ignoring public safety and the needs of
our community.

  

We have the solutions and public support to make our communities safer. Unfortunately,
Republicans are not willing to stand up to rich gun manufacturers looking for profits at any costs,
even our kids’ safety. Instead of fighting this public health crisis, Republicans in control of the
Legislature are proposing to give guns to teens with no training – an idea that is unwarranted,
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absurd, and dangerous.
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