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Prosecutors were looking into whether Walker broke state law in his 2012 recall battle by
urging major donors to circumnavigate crucial donation limits by giving to outside
political action groups. Decision suspect as four majority justices also received $10
million in campaign money from those same groups.

MADISON - The Wisconsin Supreme Court ruled 4-2 on Thursday to end a John Doe
investigation into Governor Scott Walker’s coordination of dark money during his 2012 recall
campaign.

Wisconsin prosecutors were looking into whether Walker broke state law in his 2012 recall
battle by urging major donors to support his campaign by giving to outside groups to
circumnavigate crucial donation limits he faced.

But Wisconsin’s Supreme Court ruled the investigation was “overly broad” and infringed on First
Amendment rights of free speech. The court’s justices, who are elected every 10 years in
statewide elections and are themselves dependent upon campaign donations from the same
groups, split over the effect of a pair of recent federal rulings which opened the floodgates for
money in federal campaigns.

Several watchdog groups, including many who have hounded Walker throughout his tenure,
pointed out that the four justices who ruled in favor of Walker and the outside groups supporting
him also received $10 million in campaign money themselves from those same groups.
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