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Wisconsin’s budget has been rigged in favor of the well-heeled who manipulate the
system, so we need to work in coalition with other pro-democracy groups to make a
difference.

MADISON - One thing we take seriously around here is the need to work in coalition with other
pro-democracy groups in Wisconsin.
So I’ve spent a lot of time over the past couple months working with the Wisconsin Council on
Children and Families and with Citizen Action and lots of other good groups to show how
Wisconsin’s budget has been rigged in favor of the well-heeled who manipulate the
system—and to show what we could do for the people of Wisconsin if we un-rigged it just a little
bit by simply closing two big loopholes.
Here’s what we came up with:
A Wisconsin Budget for All: How We Can Invest to Help Wisconsin Communities Thrive
On Wednesday, we held press conferences in Madison and Milwaukee to unveil this exciting
proposal. In the Assembly Parlor of the State Capitol, there were several good speeches. One
of the best was from Bishop Froiland, whose inspiring remarks you can read here:
We can fund what we need to fund
In the upcoming elections here in Wisconsin, the only statewide race that is being contested is
the one for Superintendent of Public Instruction. There’s no one running against Annette Ziegler
for a seat on the Wisconsin Supreme Court, in part because Wisconsin Manufacturers &
Commerce backs Ziegler, and WMC has made it clear over the last few years that it’s willing to
spend whatever it takes to keep business-friendly justices on the bench. (Those justices should
have the initials “WMC” embroidered onto their black robes!)
Anyway, here are the biggest donors in the superintendent race:
Top contributors to candidates for state school superintendent
If you know me at all, you know I believe in marching for our rights. So just in case you’re
marching this weekend, I wanted to leave with you with a stanza of poetry from Andrea
Hernandez Holm:
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We make sense of the universe
When we march.
The pounding of our feet reverberates,
Returns to the life force
In all that surrounds us.
All the best,
Matt Rothschild
Executive Director
rothschild@wisdc.org
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