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Every Wisconsin citizen needs to know what steps they must take to vote and their
voting location, so Sen. Vinehout writes about the process of voter registrations and
voter ID to help people prepare for the November 6th election.

      

  

MADISON, WI - “I talked with a group of women in Galesville,” my friend Mary Lee told me.
“They were full of questions about the election, like when is it, where do I vote, how do I find out
if I’m registered?” Mary is one of many folks helping to make sure people know and when to
vote.

  

She told the women the election is November 6th. She also told them to check their registration
and voting location at www.MyVote.wi.gov.

  

Wisconsin laws regarding elections have changed. For example, changes were made to
absentee voting. Our state also has some of the strictest voter identification laws in the country.
However, court decisions did require some changes to that law. To make sure you are up to
date on requirements, visit the Wisconsin Election Commission at www.elections.wi.gov.

  

The Wisconsin Election Commission has a wealth of information about voting. If you don’t use
the Internet, you can reach the Election Commission by phone at 1-866-Vote-Wis. You can also
reach out to your municipal or county clerk.
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Mark Koehler, a student at UW-Madison, is helping new voters register on campus. “Theendless questions I’ve been asked about registering show how difficult the process of voting hasbecome in Wisconsin,” he shared with me.  You can register in-person at your municipal clerk’s office up until Friday, November 2nd. Youcan also register at the polls on Election Day. When registering you must bring a Proof ofResidence documentation that includes your current name and current address, such as a leaseor electric bill. Wisconsin law requires you to reside at your current address for at least 10 daysprior to the election. Temporary absence from your current address does not affect residency aslong as you intend to return.  When you vote, you must bring an approved photo ID. Acceptable photo IDs include a driver’slicense or state-issued ID card. You can use a driver license or state ID card receipt for thosewhose license is revoked or suspended. A valid Veterans Affairs ID, U.S. Passport, Military ID,Tribal ID, Certificate of Naturalization are all acceptable.  If you don’t have a photo ID, you can get one for free at a Wisconsin Department of MotorVehicles (DMV) office. The Elections Commission website outlines what documents you need tobring such as a birth certificate and proof of current residence. Under the ID Petition Process,the DMV will provide a document with your photo which can be used for voting. If the election issoon, the DMV will send your photo ID by overnight delivery.  

Students can use a student ID for voting, but you must also have enrollment verification. Astudent ID is only valid for voting if the expiration date is not more than 2 years from the datethe card was issued. Different colleges approach ID cards in different ways which makes itdifficult for student to know exactly what IDs are acceptable.  I unfortunately hear from some folks who believe their vote doesn’t matter.  Many races in Wisconsin are very close. For example, in 2010, I won my State Senate race byone vote per ward. Without my presence in the State Senate, there would not have been 14Senators who left Wisconsin to slow down the passage of Act 10. Just a vote per ward inwestern Wisconsin changed our history.  As a result of Act 10, and the budget that followed, public schools suffered historic cuts.According to a study by the non-partisan Wisconsin Budget Project, legislative leaders stillhaven’t fully restored state aid to public schools.  Perhaps this is why school referenda are on the rise. According to the recent issue of theWisconsin Taxpayer, voters will decide on more than one-billion in new taxes to pay for schoolsin November. If approved, 2018 could be the highest year on record for referenda to increaseproperty taxes.  State and local races have a real impact on our lives. Who becomes our Governor, who hasmajority control of the Legislature determines what priorities move forward. These decisionsaffect our local communities.  “Despite these [voting] obstacles,” Mr. Koehler wrote, “it is as important as ever to make surepeople use their voice and strongly encourage one another to register, make a plan, and get tothe polls on November 6th.
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