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Governor Scott Walker talks a lot about jobs, but the real record does not back up his
rhetoric.

      

  

GREEN BAY - From the day he took office as Governor, Scott Walker has been talking about
jobs. He wants to be seen as the jobs governor, taking credit here for the economic turnaround
nationwide after the disastrous crash of 2008. It seems that every time somebody hires more
than three workers in Northeastern Wisconsin, Walker shows up to give a speech.

  

When he ran in 2010, he promised to create 250,000 new jobs in Wisconsin during his first
term, and it was an elusive goal. His strategy was tax cuts for the rich and union busting, with
his own state employes and public school teachers his favorite targets. Now, well into his
second term, Wisconsin still flounders behind our neighbor states and his jobs goal has not
been met.

  

So, what is the real record on Walker and jobs? Below is a brief history of Gov. Scott Walker's
record on job creation, courtesy of Brandon Weathersby of the Democratic Party of Wisconsin.

  

Wisconsin 2nd in U.S. in job losses last month, new estimates show
 Wisconsin was second in the nation in total job losses last month, a  somewhat surprising
development considering the state’s unemployment  rate has reached its lowest level since
November 2008. Employers in  Wisconsin shed an estimated 9,500 total public and private
sector jobs  in February, the Bureau of Labor Statistics reported late last week.  Along with
North Carolina (11,300 job losses) and Alaska (2,300 job  losses), Wisconsin experienced a
“statistically significant” decline in  employment, according to a press release from the BLS.

Wisconsin suffers fourth-highest monthly job loss under Scott Walker in August
 Even as its unemployment rate dipped to its lowest level since 2008,  Wisconsin lost 4,300
private-sector jobs in August, according to  preliminary estimates. It's the fourth-largest monthly
jobs loss since  Gov. Scott Walker took office in January 2011, according to figures from  the
U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics' Current Employment Statistics  program. The unemployment
rate fell two-tenths of a point to 5.6 percent  in August, but that figure and the monthly jobs
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change often can be  disconnected.

Frustrated Wisconsin business owner moving company to Minnesota
 The owner of a Wisconsin construction company said he's taking his business to Minnesota
thanks to the passage of right-to-work. The Hoffman family has been in the Wisconsin
construction business for  a long time. "We like to say our company got started 100 years ago
this  year in 1915 when my great grandfather got his first road contract,”  Jim Hoffman said..."I'm
happy to offer the  state of Minnesota a better alternative," Garofalo said. That  alternative is a
state that has no right-to-work law Hoffman said the  move will keep his workers well paid and
well trained.

Oscar Mayer plant in Madison will close; headquarters to move to Chicago
 Madison’s Oscar Mayer plant — a fixture on the East Side for nearly 100  years — will close
and its headquarters will move to Chicago, putting  1,000 employees out of work, parent
company Kraft Heinz announced  Wednesday. 
 The loss of one of Madison’s signature companies is part of a plan by  parent company Kraft
Heinz to close seven factories in the U.S. and  Canada, four months after the two food giants
merged.

Wisconsin ranks dead last in startups
 According to a report issued last week by the  Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation, Wisconsin
is now last in the nation in  new startup activity. The  state fell five spots, from 45th to 50th, the
report said, putting it  behind West Virginia, Minnesota, Pennsylvania, and Alabama among the 
bottom five states. The top five states on the Kauffman list were  Montana, Wyoming, North
Dakota, Colorado, and Vermont.

Uncertainty growing after several Wisconsin companies announce job cuts, relocation
 Almost 200 jobs are about to leave a company that has been a staple in  Racine for
generations. S.C. Johnson announced, Thursday, it is  relocating 175 positions to Chicago. This
comes after a number of other  companies across the state recently announced layoffs. Joy
Global in  West Allis announced in September that more than 100 union and non-union  workers
would be temporarily laid off. Oscar Mayer is cutting nearly  1,200 jobs in Madison and General
Electric announced in  September it's plan to cut hundreds of jobs. When you have job loss 
anywhere, it's always a little uncomfortable at the onset. While not  everybody is losing sleep,
they may be feeling a little uncertain. Some  of that uncertainty is growing in Racine after people
learned of the  jobs at S.C. Johnson moving to Chicago.

Wisconsin layoff notices topped 10,000 in 2015
 Wisconsin employers notified the Department of Workforce Development  (DWD) of 10,104
planned layoffs in 2015, a new high for Gov. Scott  Walker's administration and the most in the
state since 2010.

Manitowoc Company Moving To Pennsylvania, 528 Jobs Leaving Wisconsin
 A major employer is closing its plant in Manitowoc, putting more than  500 employees out of
work when it moves its crane manufacturing  operations out of the state. The closure of
Manitowoc Crane is the  latest in a string of factory shutdowns that have affected the city. The 
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company will remain open until it completes its current projects. It’s  expected to close the
manufacturing facility in stages beginning this  year until it fully closes in 2017 when it moves.
The company said it  can save up to $30 million a year by leaving. It has been in Manitowoc 
since 1902.

Wisconsin lost 8,500 private sector jobs in September
 Wisconsin lost more than 10,000 non-farm jobs in September, including  8,500 in the private
sector. But the state’s unemployment rate also  declined to its lowest level since early 2001,
according to data from  the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics. The state lost a seasonally 
adjusted 10,500 nonfarm jobs in during the month, including both the  public and private
sectors. Many of the jobs lost were in the leisure  and hospitality industry with a drop of 4,000.
The non-seasonally  adjusted figures show the state losing 22,100 jobs in that sector alone  as
the summer tourism season came to an end. Labor force participation  increased slightly to 68.4
percent with 3,132,300 people in the civilian  labor pool. The unemployment rate was down from
4.2 to 4.1 percent, the  lowest level since February 2001, according to the state Department of 
Workforce Development.

Why does Wisconsin lag at job creation?
 It's a question that's dogged Scott Walker for years, and one that's  sure to keep nipping at his
heels as he runs for president: Why is  Wisconsin in the bottom third of states when it comes to
creating jobs?  It's a perplexing question, and one that has had many observers  scratching their
heads. Unemployment is down, labor force participation  is in line with other states. But despite
his promise to create 250,000  jobs during his first term, Walker was only able to deliver about
half  that, leaving the Badger State with a dismal 35th place in private  sector job growth
rankings over the course of his first four years in  office.

Wisconsin ranks 38th in private-sector job growth in 2015
 Wisconsin has fallen to 38th in the country in  yearly private-sector job growth. Preliminary,
seasonally adjusted  estimates for December, released Tuesday by the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics, showed that Wisconsin added 23,600 private-sector jobs in  2015 for 0.96 percent
growth. By percentage, 37 states did better  between December 2014 and December 2015,
including all but two other  Midwest states. Only Illinois at 45th (loss of 2,800 jobs, minus-0.06 
percent growth) and North Dakota at 50th (loss of 18,700 jobs, minus-4.8  percent growth) were
lower among the 10-state Midwest group.

Wisconsin ranks last again for start-ups
 According to the report released Thursday by the  respected Ewing Marion Kauffman
Foundation, start-up activity in the  U.S. overall rose in 2016 for the second year in a row. But
among the 25  largest states, Wisconsin came in either last or second-to-last in each  of the
three categories the foundation evaluated.

Wisconsin ranks 33rd in job creation
 As employment in Wisconsin's massive manufacturing sector switched into  reverse, the state
continued to lag the nation in the latest quarterly  census of job creation. Wisconsin added
37,166 private-sector non-farm  jobs in the 12 months from March 2015 through March 2016, a
tally that  includes non-manufacturing as well as manufacturing positions, amounting  to a
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1.58% increase that ranks the state 33rd among the 50 states in  the pace of job creation during
that period.
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