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The nursing home fund raid is not business as usual as Governor Walker and DVA
administrators would like you to believe.

  

  

MADISON - Senator Jon Erpenbach (D - Middleton) pledged to again seek Legislative
accountability for any raids of veteran’s nursing home funds and the Department of Veterans
Affairs (DVA) general budget, saying that Legislative approval is the only way to hold the
Governor and the DVA accountable.

  

“The nursing home fund raid without Legislative approval is not business as usual as Governor
Walker and DVA bureaucrats would like you to believe. This is a concerted raid of veteran’s
nursing home funds without any accountability to the taxpayers. We tried to stop this
inappropriate action in Joint Committee on Finance just over a year ago in “Motion #65” by
addressing the Veterans Fund deficit with general purpose revenue rather than nursing home
money and prohibiting transfers from the nursing home fund without Legislative action. Not one
Republican on the Finance Committee supported the motion. I will offer this as a separate bill,”
said Erpenbach.

  

“It is great that some Republicans seem alarmed about this unaccountable fund raid now that it
is getting media attention, but they have known for a long time that these transfers would
happen without Legislative approval because of their direct action. We have been concerned
about risks to resident care and acted on those concerns in the last budget,” said Erpenbach. “It
is inappropriate for DVA to transfer millions of dollars away from our veteran’s nursing homes
without any Legislative oversight. We need to have direct Legislative accountability for the care
of our veterans, they deserve our attention.”
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